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Is Winter Over
We Might Be Able to Stick A Fork In It?

Briefing Content

● Snowfall Totals and 
Departures To Date

● Precipitation Totals and 
Departures To Date

● Current Drought Status
● 4” Soil Temperatures
● Accumulated Winter 

Season Severity Index
● Omaha AWSSI
● Lincoln AWSSI
● Norfolk AWSSI
● Average Last Snowfall and 

Latest Snowfall
● 6-10 Day Climate Outlook
● 8-14 Day Climate Outlook
● GEFS 15 Day Temperature 

Forecast
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Winter Weather Overview
Accumulated Snowfall and Departure from Normal October 1 - April 5

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/
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Winter Weather Overview
Accumulated Precipitation and Departure from Normal October 1 - April 5

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/
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Winter Weather Overview
Average Temperature and Departure from Normal October 1 - April 5

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/
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Location Average
Temperature Departure Precipitation Departure Snowfall Departure

Omaha, NE 35.3° -0.7° 6.03” -2.87” 13.8” -12.4”

Lincoln, NE 36.5° -0.7° 4.75” -3.37” 14.3” -10.6”

Norfolk, NE 32.9° -1.1° 4.73” -2.69” 28.6” +0.5”

Winter Weather Overview
Temperature, Precipitation and Snowfall Departures October 1 - April 5
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Current Northern Plains Snow Depth

https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/ 

https://www.nohrsc.noaa.gov/
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Current Drought Status

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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4” Soil Temperatures

https://cropwatch.unl.edu/soiltemperature 

https://cropwatch.unl.edu/soiltemperature
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Accumulated Winter Season Severity Index

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp 

AWSSI

● Objectively index winter conditions
● Use commonly available data—max/min temperature, 

snowfall, and snow depth or precipitation
● Create a historical database of AWSSI for any location with 

daily temperature, snow, and precipitation data
● Allow comparisons of season to season severity at one 

location in the context of the climatology of that location, 
or between locations

● Use as a baseline to scale subjective impacts such as 
those to snow removal, commerce, and transportation

● Apply to multiple users and their needs

Limitations
● Does not include wind (e.g. wind chill, blowing snow)
● Does not include mixed precipitation or freezing rain 

explicitly

Norfolk

Lincoln

Omaha

Norfolk - Average
Omaha - Moderate
Lincoln - Moderate

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp
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Omaha, NE AWSSI

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp
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Lincoln, NE AWSSI

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp
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Norfolk, NE AWSSI

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp 

https://mrcc.purdue.edu/research/awssi/indexAwssi.jsp
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Average Last Snow and Latest Snow

4/3 5/28

3/29 5/9

3/18 4/30

3/29 5/9

3/22 5/3

3/22 5/3

3/27 5/5

3/25 5/28

3/23 5/28

3/29 5/5

3/27 5/1

https://www.weather.gov/wrh/climate?wfo=oax 

https://www.weather.gov/wrh/climate?wfo=oax
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Climate Outlooks
6-10 Day Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/ 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
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Climate Outlooks
8-14 Day Outlook

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/index.php 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/index.php
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Temperature Forecast
For Omaha, NE - from GEFS Model
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Summary Slide

● Except for northeast Nebraska, snowfall and 
precipitation for most of the forecast area has 
been below normal.

● Extreme to exceptional drought continues across 
some of the local area.

● Despite the moisture deficits, The Accumulated 
Winter Season Severity Index (AWSSI) is Moderate 
for both Omaha and Lincoln, and Average for 
Norfolk. 

● We are now past our “average” last snowfall for 
the season. However, latest snows extend well into 
May!

● The 6-10 and 8-14 day climate temperature 
outlooks call for a very high chance of above 
normal temperatures, which is supported by the 
15-day forecast for Omaha.


